
A brief introduction 
 
 
In April 2013 my wife and I were in the little city of Santa Cruz, New Mexico, 

visiting an old friend. Knowing my love of books, she said they had a pretty good 
secondhand bookshop there, would I like to check it out?  Of course I would, so we 
went in and had a look. Cunningly named “Bookshop Santa Cruz”, it was wonderful, 
an Aladdin’s cave. With all the books on view on the shelves, like “proper” 
secondhand bookshops of old, but with everything computerised so that they could 
answer your queries if you had any. Serendipity PLUS technology—bliss! 

In one of the shelves they steered us toward as being a repository of books on 
the Pacific, I came across a book called People of Paradise, by David Attenborough. 
As an avid fan of Sir David’s many nature and wildlife TV programs, I had no idea he 
had been in the Pacific. Indeed, leafing through the book, I found he had spent quite 
some time in Fiji, back in the 1950s no less, the Fiji of my high-school days. Of 
course I bought the book. 

On reading through the three chapters, I was struck by how different they were 
from most of the books of “travellers’ reminiscences” one reads, which are full of the 
sort of urban mythology tourists avidly lap up. Here was a book by a scientist, who 
brought his enquiring and analytical mind to bear on what he saw. But it was also a 
book by a young man, excited by the big adventure. It was a great read, and I 
wanted to share it. 

So, I wrote to Sir David, having found an address for his production company 
online. I asked if he would be willing to let me put the chapters concerned up on my 
Just Pacific website. He replied promptly with a very friendly letter, nostalgically 
recallng his visit to Fiji, and graciously agreeing to let me put the material online. I 
am most grateful to him. 

Here, then, are the three chapters concerned. I am confident you will find them 
as great a read as I did. I should add one note. In the third chapter, Sir David 
describes sailing on a drua twin-hulled canoe, in Lau. He is one of very few 
Europeans, and very probably the last, to have ever done so. The sole remaining 
drua sits marooned in the Fiji Museum, never to sail again. It is worth reading the 
book just for that description alone. 

 
 
Rod Ewins 
October 2013 
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