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Barry Craig, South Australian Museum. 

In 1982, the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery published Rod Ewins’ book, Fijian 
Artefacts. The Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery Collection. This has proved to be a 
standard text for museum curators, scholars and students interested in the material culture of 
Fiji. The book went beyond its function as a catalogue of the TMAG’s Fiji collection ‘to 
provide some general information to explain the artefacts and to some extent the culture 
which gave rise to them’ (p.3). Rod illustrated the catalogue with photographs (some in 
colour), historical drawings and sketches. Rod brought many years of fieldwork, museum and 
archival research to the project. A copy of that publication is now almost impossible to find 
on sale. 

Rod rose to the challenge of continuing demand for copies of the 1982 catalogue and has 
published a revised, restructured and expanded book. He has included collections from other 
public institutions in Tasmania, notably the Queen Victoria Museum and Art Gallery in 
Launceston, and some private collections. There are many more illustrations, the majority in 
colour. The extensive bibliography will support further detailed research for scholarly and 
exhibition purposes. There is an Appendix of succinct biographies of collectors and donors 
and a generous Index. This will be the standard text into the foreseeable future. 

The book was published by Just Pacific (www.justpacific.com) in association with the 
Tasmanian Museum & Art Gallery (Hobart) and the Queen Victoria Museum & Art Gallery 
(Launceston). For how to purchase a copy, go to 
<http://www.justpacific.com/fiji/mylatestbook/index.html>  
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